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sluys, could not have had time to reach the Hague, make
the acquaintance of Lucy, steal her from Sidney and settle
her in new quarters at the Hague to await his return. And
if he had done this rapid wooing James, who was left behind
at the Hague, must have known all about it from personal
knowledge, but this he never asserts,
But if, as I think, they were already united in Paris,
Lucy would be left there in safe hands, and when Charles
returned to live at the Hague in September, would join
him there. And that they lived together at the Hague
after this date until their child was born in April 1649 is
beyond doubt.
There was a family gathering at the Hague at Christmas
time, consisting of Charles's sister, the Princess of Orange,
with her husband the Prince, and Elizabeth of Bohemia,
his aunt, with her four daughters and Rupert and
Maurice her sons, Charles used to flirt with his cousin
and please Herzogin Sophie by telling her that she was
handsomer than Lucy. In later years, when Charles was
away from the Hague and Lucy and her child were living
there, we find the Princess of Orange writing letters to her
brother and alluding to Lucy as " your wife,5' I should
not myself base any foundation of a legal marriage on the
phrases of " husband " and " wife " used by the Princess,
but the fact that the Princess so writes leads me to
disbelieve James's stories of Lucy's immorality with the
Sidneys, and goes to show that her union with Charles
had come about in France, a$ I have suggested.
Be that as it may, there is abundant evidence that
Charles from these early days in Paris and at the Hague
was deeply in love with Lucy and very fond of his child-
Madame D'Aulnoy tells us that Lucy was " so perfect a
beauty, and so charmed and transported the King, that
amidst the misfortunes which disturbed the first years of
his life and reign, he enjoyed no satisfaction nor pleasure
but in loving and being beloved by this charming mistress.
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